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THE LANGUAGE ARCHIVE DELIGHTS AND ASTONISHES AT EDGE OF THE WOOD THEATRE

CHICAGO, IL (November 1, 2024) – The Resident Theatre at Edge of the Wood presents The Language Archive 
by Julia Cho at their space in the Edgebrook Community Church, November 8 through 23.

George, a linguist consumed with preserving languages, can’t find the words to tell his wife Mary he loves her. 
Mary is reduced to leaving cryptic notes for George, right up until she leaves him. Alta and Resten, the last 
surviving speakers of a dying language have recently stopped talking to each other. And Emma, George’s lab 
assistant, learns a whole new language to confess her love for George, but can’t bring herself to actually do it. 

“The Language Archive explores the intersection of what we say, what we feel, and what we do, uncovering the 
gaps between words, emotions, and actions,” says Artistic Director John Chambers. “It’s funny, heartfelt, and 
terribly familiar.”

The play investigates whether language creates its own reality, or whether it can only describe it after the fact. 
“The central irony,” says director Stacey Lind, “is that by the time you get around to attempting to preserve dying 
languages, it’s already too late. The world they describe is already gone. Languages are only as alive as the 
people sharing them. Maybe that’s why we’re always chasing these connections to each other. We have this 
sense that words and living are inextricably linked.” 

The cast of The Language Archive includes Resident Artists Amelia Bell (The Crucible, Arcadia, Pride and 
Prejudice), Stephen Loch (The Minutes, Light Up the Sky, Book of Will), and R. Scott Purdy (The Crucible, Book 
of Will, Holiday); and returning artists Jeff Broitman (Book of Will), Ellen Shaw (u/s It Is So If You Think So!), Lisa 
Stran (Light Up the Sky, It Is So If You Think So!), and Bethany Weise (Pride and Prejudice, It Is So If You Think 
So!). Rusty Allen and Fred Wellisch are making their Resident Theatre debuts.

Tickets to The Language Archive are $28 for adults and $14 for students, and are available at edgeofthewood.
com/resident-theatre, by calling 773-775-1140, or at the door. Edge of the Wood is in residence at the Edgebrook 
Community Church, 6736 N Loleta Ave, Chicago, IL 60646 (Metra: Edgebrook; CTA Bus 47). 

ABOUT EDGE OF THE WOOD THEATRE
The Resident Theatre at Edge of the Wood was founded in 2013 and produces family-friendly shows across 
genres, bringing professional-caliber theatre to the Edgebrook community, and engaging and inspiring young 
people as performers and theatre-goers. Past productions range from the four-time Jeff-nominated The Minutes 
by  Tracy Letts, to the Pulitzer Prize-winning American classic Our Town, which WGN Radio called “phenomenal.” 

The Edge of the Wood school in Chicago’s Edgebrook Community Church is a complete theatre program where 
young people, ages 4-18, become versed in acting, improv, speech, movement, and musical theatre skills in a 
professional atmosphere. Edge of the Wood has served thousands of students, many of whom have gone on to 
careers in the performing arts and arts education. 
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